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Charles River Development Expands Global Reach with Beijing Office 
First global front- and middle-office solutions provider offering Chinese investment managers on-

the-ground, local services 

 
Boston, Beijing, London, Melbourne, New York, Paris, Singapore and Tokyo — October 13, 

2009 — Charles River Development (Charles River), a front- and middle-office software solutions 

provider for investment firms, today announced the expansion of its global operations with a 

regional office in Beijing, China. Located in the Excel Centre in the Financial Street area of Beijing, 

the office is staffed with experienced Charles River employees and multi-lingual Chinese nationals 

who provide China-based investment managers with professional implementation, consulting and 

support services. Charles River’s client base in China includes China Life Asset Management 

Company, the country’s largest institutional investor.  

 

“The opportunity to invest in international securities has increased Chinese asset managers’ 

demand for front- to middle-office systems that can support complex investment strategies including 

domestic Chinese instruments, products and workflows,” said Tom Driscoll, Managing Director, 

Global, Charles River Development. “The Charles River Investment Management System (Charles 

River IMS) can address any specific regulation, asset class, trading or language requirements our 

Chinese clients might have.” 
 

Charles River IMS is available with full Chinese language capability and supports over 35 Chinese 

security types and associated workflows. Clients can use the system to trade, execute and manage 

complex Chinese domestic and international asset classes, portfolios and regulations. The system 

also offers direct Chinese exchange connectivity via a bi-directional real time interface to a widely-

used domestic trading platform.   

 
“Charles River has always grown its business organically,” said Cameron Field, Managing Director, 

Asia Pacific, Charles River Development. “We build local teams of Charles River experts who 

understand the local investment management market, language and culture. These teams support 

our clients from local offices. And we make a significant investment to localizing our solutions. For 

the past three years we’ve taken this approach in China.”  
 

Continues Field, “We are pleased to be the first global investment management solutions provider 

in China, and are continually enhancing our local solution. Charles River is currently working on a 

number of strategic initiatives with key market bodies and closely monitoring how the adoption of 

NGTS and the STEP Protocol will enhance connectivity, data integration and STP for Chinese 

clients.” 
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Charles River serves over 300 client firms worldwide, including more than 100 client sites across 14 

Asian Pacific countries. With 55 Charles River IMS specialists in the region, many of them bilingual 

Mandarin/English and Japanese/English speakers, Charles River maintains Asia Pacific 

headquarters in Melbourne, offices in Beijing, Tokyo and Singapore and regional presence in Hong 

Kong, Brisbane and Sydney. 

 
About Charles River Development 

Charles River Development is a front- and middle-office software solutions provider to over 300 

investment firms in the institutional, wealth management/trust, alternative, mutual fund, insurance, 

pension fund and fund administration/custody industries in more than 30 countries. The Charles 

River Investment Management System is a comprehensive front- and middle-office software suite 

for all asset classes that includes: Charles River Manager for portfolio management and modeling; 

Charles River Compliance for real-time pre-trade, post-execution, and end-of-day compliance; 

Charles River Trader for order management, electronic trading and execution management; and 

Charles River Post-Trade for the centralized management of trade matching, confirmation, and 

settlement workflow. 

 

The system incorporates global real-time electronic trading via FIX (Financial Information 

eXchange) through the Charles River Network, a broker-neutral financial network that is fully 

integrated with Charles River IMS.  

 

Charles River IMS features a modern, proven, N-Tier service oriented architecture (SOA) that is 

highly scalable and supports continuous 24x7 operations. Message-based APIs and exposed Web 

Services facilitate rapid systems integration.  

 

The company also offers implementation, application management services and hosting solutions. 

Founded in 1984, Charles River maintains headquarters in Boston and primary offices in Beijing, 

London, Melbourne, New York, Paris, Singapore and Tokyo and has a local presence in every other 

major financial center of the world.  

 

 


